
bill 



For better securing the Payment of Poor Rates 
in Ireland. 




[Note. The Words printed in Italia are proposed to be inserted 
in the Committee.] 




And whereas by an Act passed in the first and second years of the i & 2Vid. 
reign of Her present Majesty, for the Relief of the Destitute Poor in '• ' 

5 Ireland, it was enacted, that the Rates to be imposed under the pro- 
visions of the said Act should be levied from the occupier of the pre- 
mises rated, with power to such occupier, in case he should pay a 
rent for the premises so rated, to deduct from the rent payable to the 
Landlord out of the said premises, a certain proportion of the Rates, 
to according to the regulations in said Act provided with reference lb 
the amount of Rent paid by such occupier ; 

And whereas it would facilitate the Collection of the Rates if the 
occupier of rated premises were relieved from the liability to pay, in 
t e rsl instance, the Landlord’s proportion of the Rates, in addition 
15 to his own, as he is now by law compelled to do; 



W it thrafott dtnactrh, by The ^EEN’s most Excellent Ma- 
jesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual 
an Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled 
and by the Authority of the same, THAT from and after thepw Proportion, 
V t-tm Act, the portion of the rate liable to be paid by the Tenant, and 
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the portion liable to be paid by the Landiord of such Tenant, shall be 
assessed upon and levied separaiely from each such Tenant and from 
each such Landlord, in manner and by the means hereinafter stated. 

And be it Enacted, That for the purpose of ascertaining the pro- 
portions payable by the Tenant and by the Landlord of all rated 5 
premises, it shall be lawful for the Poor Law Commissioners (and 
they are hereby required) to cause the Boards of Guardians of the 
several Unions in Ireland to have rate-books prepared, which, in 
addition to the annual value of each rateable tenement, shall include a 
return of the rent payable thereon to the immediate Landlord of each 10 
such Tenant, such rent to be ascertained by the means and powers 
hereinafter stated ; and that in all cases when a rate shall be imposed 
on any Union, or any electoral division of any Union, the Clerk of 
the Board of Guardians shall ascertain from the rate-books prepared 
as hereinbefore directed the amount separately payable by the occupier 15 
and the Landlord of each occupancy, and shall insert in the books 
which he shall prepare for the collection of such rate a specification of 
the separate sums so chargeable on each occupier and on each Land-' 
lord of each occupier, computing the proportions thereof in each case 
according to the provisions made for determining the same by the afore- iO 
said recited Act ; and such books so prepared for the collection of any. 
rate shall be made in the form given in the Schedule to this Act annexed, 
or else in such other form as the Poor Law Commissioners may direct. 

And be it Enacted, That each and every occupier holding any 
property liable to be rated for poor rates in any Union, and paying 25 
a rent for the same, shall, when required by any valuator or other 
person duly authorized by any Board of Guardians, make true return 
of the amount ot rent which he is liable to pay (by any lease or 
agreement in writing or otherwise) out of such property so rated, to 
his immediate Landlord ; and it shall be lawful for any valuator or 30 
other person so authorized as aforesaid to require, if he should so 
think fit, such occupier to produce for his inspection any lease or 
written agreement by which such occupier may hold the premises, or 
(ifhe shall not hold by alease or written agreement) the lust receiptfor 
rent paid by such occupier; and if any occupier, when so required, 35 
shall refuse to give the aforesaid information, or to produce such docu- 
ments as aforesaid, or shall wilfully make a false return of the amount 
of rent payable for the premises in his occupation, such occupant 
shall be liable to pay a penalty of J^ivd Pounds for each such offence; 
and it shall be lawful for the Board of Guardians, if vhey shall so think 40 
fit, to proceed to recover the above penalty against any person whom 
they shall charge with being guilty of the aforesaid offence, by in- 
formation before the Magistrates in Petty Sessions acting for the district 
wherein the person resides who is charged with the said offence ; and 
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the Magistrates shall inquire by oath into the particulars charged, 
aud if proved they shall impose the penalty hereinbefore stated fj 
such offence, together with the costs of conviction, and if the said 
penalty and costs be not forthwith paid, the Justices shall, by warrant 
5 under their hands and seals, cause the same to be levied and recovered 
by distress and sale of the offender’s goods, chattels and effects 
wherever they can be found, and the surplus (if any) arising from such 
distress and sale, shall, after deducting the reasonable expense of such 
distress and sale, be returned to the owner of the goods and chattels so 
TO distrained and sold. 

AND whereas it is provided by the aforesaid recited Act, that 
before any rate shall be levied, due notice shall be given of such rate 
having been imposed, and the books of such rate shall be open for 
a certain time for the inspection of all rate-payers; BE it Enacted, 
15 That it shall be lawful for any lessor who shall consider that a false 
or incorrect return has been made of the rent payable to him by any 
occupier as appearing in the rate-book, and that he. is thereby sub- 
jected to pay a greater amount of rate than his just proportion thereof, 
to protest against the same in writing or otherwise before the Board 
20 of Guardians ; and it shall be lawful for such Board to inquire into 
the matter complained of, and if they think fit, to cause the rate- 
book to be corrected according to their decision thereon; and if any 
lessor shall think himself aggrieved by any Board of Guardians 
neglecting or refusing to correct the return complained of by him, 
25 or by any decision made by them thereon; or if any occupier shall 
consider that he is aggrieved by any such decision so made by any 
Board of Guardians on the complaint of such lessor, it shall be lawful 
for any lessor, or any occupier so aggrieved, to make appeal against 
the rate, so that the same may be tried in the Assistant Barristers’ 
30 Court as provided in the aforesaid recited Act: Provided always, 
That in case of any complaint made by any lessor as aforesaid, the 
Board of Guardians shall cause due notice thereof to be given to the 
occupier previous to their deciding on the same : And provided also, 
That it shall not be lawful for any lessor or occupier to make appeal 
35 against the rates in this matter unless be had first made his protest 
or complaint before the Board of Guardians, and given notice to them 
that he would make such appeal. 

And be it Enacted, That the Collectors of rates in • the several 
Unions shall collect the proportions of the rate chargeable on the 
40 Landlords in the manner and form provided by an Act passed in the sixth 
and seventh years of the reign of Her present Majesty, for the amend- 
ment of the Irish Poor Law ; by which Act it was provided, that lessors 
of property under a certain value therein stated shall be liable to the 
payment' of the rates instead of the lessees, and powers are given to 
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enforce the payment of such rates against such lessors by any of the 
remedies, ways and means therein stated ; that is to say, by action or 
suit, in name of the Guardians of any Union, against such lessors in any 
of the Superior Courts of Record in Dublin, or by civil bill in the 
Court of the Assistant Barrister, or by complaint before a Justice of 5 
the Peace in Petty Sessions ; and the goods and chattels of such lessors 
who should make default in the payment of any rates to which they 
should become liable in any Union, may be sold under the aforesaid 
processes, if found in any county in Ireland; and in all cases wherein 
any Collector shall report to the Board of Guardians the non-payment 10 
of any rate due by any lessor under the provisions of this Act, and his 
inability to collect such rate, it shall be lawful for the Board of Guar* 
dians of any Union (and they are hereby required) to proceed to recover 
the same from such lessors by any of the aforesaid remedies, ways and 
means in said Act enacted : Provided always, That the powers herein 15 
given of recovering, under the aforesaid last-recited Act, shall not be 
construed to include the further powers given to Boards of Guardians 
l/y the said Act, to enable them, in case of default on the part of the 
lessors, to levy the amount of rates due by such lessors by distress and 
sale of the goods and chattels of the lessee in occupation. 20 

And be it Enacted, That in case of any lessor who shall make 
default in the payment of any rates to which he shall be liable in any 
Union under the provisions of this Act, and it shall be impracticable 
to recover the same by any of the remedies aforesaid, by reason of 
the non-residence of such lessor, or the insufficiency of goods and 35 
chattels to satisfy the claim or from any other cause, itshall'thereupoa 
be lawful for the Board of Guardians in any Union where such default 
shall occur, to report such default, with the particulars of the case, to 
the Poor Law Commissioners ; and it shall be lawful for the Court 
of Chancery or Court of Exchequer in Dublin, on the application of 30 
the said Poor Law Commissioners, to appoint a Receiver to receive 
the rents, or such part of the rents of the lands or premises charged 
with, such rate, as shall be sufficient to pay the amount of such rates 
and all arrears thereof, until the whole of such rate and arrears, 
together with such fees as shall be appointed by such Court for such 35 
Receiver, and also the costs out of pocket of such application, shall 
be paid ; and such Receiver shall be empowered to recover the said 
rents, or so much thereof as may be necessary, by distress and all 
such other remedies, as Receivers in any manner appointed by Courts 
of Equity in Ireland are empowered to recover rents according to 40 
the rules and practice of such Courts respectively. 

AND whereas there is reason to apprehend that, under the present 
condition of the smaller occupying Tenants in Ireland, there may be 
many such Tenants liable by law to pay rates who may not have present 

means 
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means to pay the same ; BE it therefore Enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for the several Boards of Guardians (and they are hereby 
required) to relieve such poor occupying Tenants whom they shall deem 
to be so circumstanced from the temporary liability, to pay any par- 
5 ticular rate which shall be assessed upon the Union or any part of it ; 
and it shall not be lawful at any time for any Collector of Poor Rates 
whether acting under the authority of the Board of Guardians, or of 
any decree or warrant of any Court, or any magistrate or magistrates, 
issued for the purpose of enforcing the payment of such poor rates, to 
to seize or sell any of the following articles belonging to any occupier; 
namely, necessary articles of clothing, bedding, or kitchen furniture, 
implements of the occupier’s trade, or implements of agriculture 
or the milch cow belonging to such occupier, if he shall have only 
one such cow for the use of his family ; and if the rate cannot be 
15 levied except by the sale of such articles as above described in any 
particular case, the Collector shall report the same to the Board of 
Guardians; and in all such cases, as well as all other cases wherein 
the Board of Guardians shall dispense with the enforcement of the 
collection of the rates from poor occupiers, the amount of the arrears 
20 thereby produced shall be an item to be provided for in computing 
the amount of the next rate which it shall be necessary to levy ; and 
it shall be lawful for the Board of Guardians to place such arrears 
either upon the assessment of the General Union or that of the par- 
ticular Electoral Divisions in which the arrears shall have occurred, as 
35 they in their discretion shall deem proper. 



And be it Enacted, That this Act shall only extend to that portion 
of the United Kingdom called Ireland. 

And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed by 
any Act to be passed in the present Session of Parliament, 
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